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TRUSTEES OF PUBLIC LIBRARY REPORT 


To the Citizens of Stoneham: 

The Trustees of the Public Library for the Town of Stoneham 
take pleasure in presenting the 90th annual report for the year 
ending December 31, 1948. 

The past year has brought a great many changes to the 
Stoneham Public Library, not only in the outward physical ap- 
pearance of the Library, but changes in the working personnel 
as well. The year just past brought the resignations of two valu- 
able long time Trustees, Miss Alice V. Peyton and Professor 
Charles H. Chase, chairman of the Library Trustees for the past 
25 years. 

It was with deep regret and a sense of loss that the Select- 
men and the remaining Trustees accepted the resignations. Miss 
Peyton had been a member of the Board for eleven years and had 
acted as Secretary all of that time until a year ago. 

She is still very much interested in the Library but because of 
ili health felt that she should tender her resignation. 

Professor Chase served on the Board of Trustees for more 
than 50 years and was chairman at the time of his retirement. 
He held this latter position for 25 years and was a very valuable 
member of the Board. Both Miss Peyton and Professor Chase will 
be greatly missed from the Board and it was with reluctance that 
their resignations were accepted. 

The resignations of Miss Peyton and Professor Chase necessi- 
tated a joint meeting of the remaining Library Trustees and the 
Selectmen which was held December 14, 1948. Mrs. Marjorie A. 
Patch and Mr. Elbert R. Boyd were appointed new members to 
fill the vacancies until town election in March 1949. 

Upon the resignation of Miss Peyton as Secretary, Mrs. 
Nance B. Barnstead was elected Secretary of the Board. 

At the December meeting of the Trustees, Mr. Fred A. Law- 
son was elected chairman of the Board to succeed Professor 
Chase. 

The property surrounding the Library has been changed and 
improved in the following manner. The overgrown evergreens and 
the shrubs at the front and sides of the building have been re- 
moved. In their place Mr. Fred Porter of the Park Commission 
planted flowering shrubs and plants and flowers and reseeded the 
lawn. The over-all effect was most attractive this past summer 
and fall and caused a great deal of favorable comment. At the 
rear of the Library property a cyclone fence was erected with a 
gate to prevent trespassing. 

The concrete basement floor of the Library was refinished 
with Colorock and waxed with a resultant pleasing effect. A base- 
ment room which the Librarian uses to catalogue books had its 
ceiling enclosed New furnishings for the Staff Room included the 
purchase of cups, plates and spoons. 

In April of the past year the Chairman of the Trustees, Pro- 
fessor Chase, communicated with the Trustees of The Annie H. 
Brown estate and requested that the sum of $265.00 be allocated 
to the Stoneham Library Trustees for the purpose of procuring 
a portrait of Miss Brown to be properly hung in the Library 
Building. 

It was voted that Mr. Lawson and Miss Peyton be a commit- 
tee to commission Mrs. Edna Lamson, artist, a former Stoneham 
resident, to paint Annie H. Brown’s portrait, and that Mrs. Ruth 
Merrifield, a former Trustee, be invited to collaborate with the 
committee. 


The artist made several attempts to secure a likeness from 
photographs. Before completion she submitted it to the commit- 
tee and they all agreed that an excellent likeness had been 
achieved. In December the lovely portrait of Annie H. Brown was 
hung opposite the Carnegie picture in the Library. Miss Brown 
made possible the large addition to the Library building in 1930 
by her bequest of $100,000. 

The Trustees expressed their appreciation in June of the work 
accomplished by the Librarians during the Spring exhibits includ- 
ing the House of Seven Gables, the model in the Children’s libra- 
ry; Spring Book exhibits in both the Adult and Children’s Libra- 
ry rooms; and all of the special exhibits in the glass showcases. 

The Garden Club continues the practice of exhibiting seasonal 
flowers which are displayed on the main desk and tables in the 
Library. 

Several very interesting Book Review group meetings open to 
the public have been held throughout the year. This group has 
been steadily increasing its membership. Between 20 and 30 peo- 
ple attend monthly to hear one or more worthwhile books re- 
viewed and enjoy a discussion period and social half hour. 

In June, relative to the bequest in memory of Edward and 
Andrew Tredick in the amount of $2,000, it was reported that Mr. 
Herbert A. Libby had purchased 38 shares of First National Bank 
of Boston at 51% at a total cost of $1,961.75. The balance was 
deposited in the Stoneham Five Cents Savings Bank. Interest on 
this investment is to be used for the purchase of books. 

The Trustees were saddened to learn of the death in June of 
Mr. E. Sohier Welch, one of the trustees of the Annie H. Brown 
bequest. Under his guidance the affairs of that bequest had always 
been carefully attended to and relations had been most cordial. 

It was learned that Mr. Welch’s son, Francis, was completely 
equipped to continue in his father’s place and he was appointed 
co-trustee in the trust under Paragraph 10, sub-Paragraph 28 of 
the will of Miss Brown. 

At the town meeting in March, Fred A. Lawson of the Li- 
brary Trustees explained that at a meeting of the Trustees the 
previous week they had elected Professor Chase of Lincoln street 
chairman for the 25th consecutive year and that he had completed 
50 years of service on the Board. He offered this resolution to 
the voters for adoption and it was unanimously approved: 

“Professor Charles H. Chase, having served the Town of 
Stoneham as a member of the Board of Public Library Trustees 
for fifty years and having served as chairman of the Board for 
twenty-five years, the citizens of the town, in town meeting as- 
sembled, hereby express grateful and sincere appreciation for his 
constant and unselfish devotion to his appointed task during his 
half century of public service.” 

It was with regret that the resignation of the Children’s Li- 
brarian, Mrs. Bertha Houston, was accepted by the Trustees in 
September. Mrs. Houston gave untiringly of her time and ser- 
vices to the children of Stoneham and did a great deal to increase 
their knowledge of books and their interest in reading. 

Miss’ Margaret Golding, able part-time assistant to Mrs. 
Houston, was appointed to carry on the work of the Children’s 
Library. 

A new full time member was added to the working staff of 
the Library when Miss Ruth Best accepted the position offered 
to her and began work September 1, 1948. 

The Trustees wish to thank all of the members of the Library 
staff and express appreciation for the excellent services they have 
rendered throughout the entire year. 
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The detailed report of the Librarian, Miss Susan S. Demery, 
follows. 
FRED A. LAWSON, Chairman, 
MRS. NANCE B. BARNSTEAD, Secretary, 
GEORGE E. MacNEIL, JR., 
ALFRED R. JOHNSON, 
ELBERT R. BOYD, 
MRS. MARJORIE A. PATCH, 
Trustees. 


Librarian’s Report 


To the Trustees of the Stoneham Public Library: 

I present the ninetieth annual report of the Stoneham Public 
Library for the year ending December 31, 1948. Though reorgan- 
ization is still incomplete, and staff changes have retarded work, 
definite progress and growth can be seen. 


CIRCULATION 


The circulation in the Adult Department was 49,159; in the 
Junior Department, 54,019, making a total circulation of 103,178. 
It is interesting to note that, with the adults, useful arts and bi- 
ography rank next in importance after fiction and periodicals, 
and, with the juniors, social science and biography. The break- 
down of circulation into classes shows that much serious reading 
is done by our library patrons. 


INTER-LIBRARY LOAN 


The importance and existence of goodwill between libraries 
is shown by our inter-library loan system. In this way, we are 
able to borrow books from libraries in neighboring towns, and 
from the State Division of Public Libraries in Boston. The cour- 
tesy and promptness with which our requests are answered is a 
joy. We have borrowed 30 books from other libraries and have 
lent 17. 


REFERENCE 


We have answered 487 reference questions in the Adult De- 
partment, and 644 in the Junior Department. By “reference ques- 
tion” is meant any research done by the staff in order to give a 
patron information desired. We do not count answers to ‘“‘tello- 
test.” 

We have added 13 new books of reference character. 


Books ADDED 
In 1948, 805 volumes were added in the Adult Department, 
and 494 in the Junior Department, making a total of 1,299. No 
accurate count of the total number of volumes in the library is 
yet possible, as recataloging is still being done. 


PERIODICALS 
The library receives 105 periodicals. Some of these are gifts, 
but the greater part are paid for by the town. ‘‘American An- 
tiques” and ‘Facts on File” are new subscriptions. The fact that 
4,840 periodicals (Adult and Junior Departments) were circulated 
shows how necessary a good assortment of periodicals is to the 
users of the Library. 


GIFTS 


The people of Stoneham have been very generous in their 
gifts of books. Most of these make valuable additions to our book 


3 


stock, and help the book budget. The Stoneham Garden Club gives 
us two periodicals and books, from time to time as their budget 
allows. 

They also place in the library specimens of unusual flowers 
and flower arrangements. In the spring, their collection of seed 
catalogs is a useful and colorful addition to the library. The Gar- 
den Club thus gives a very active service to the people of the 
town. 


MISCELLANEOUS ACTIVITIES IN THE ADULT DEPARTMENT 


Throughout the year, special collections of books on topics 
of the time are gotten together by the Staff and put in prominent 
places in the library. Samples of the hobbies of some of the towns- 
people have been displayed in the showcase and the Adult Read- 
ing Room. These have been of great interest, and we appreciate 
the work involved in making these exhibits. 

An assortment of books is kept at the Home for Aged People 
and several book deposits have been sent to St. Patrick’s High 
School. The “Play Reading Group” and “Book Review Group” 
continued until the summer. This fall the “Book Review Group” 
began its second season. Refreshments have been served after 
every meeting and this provides an opportunity for people to chat 
and become better acquainted. We wish to thank all those who 
gave reviews and helped so much to make this project a success. 
There is a great deal of work involved in giving reviews, and 
“playing hostess,” but people have been eager to help and this has 
been a great satisfaction to us. 

In November, Mrs. Francis C. Wade, of the Staff, gave in- 
structions on making terrariums one evening, in Library Hall. 

In December, Mrs. Wade gave instructions on making Christ- 
mas decorations, at the North School Council, and later in Library 
Hall. 

The Librarian gave book reviews at the Emerson School 
Council, Literary Group of the Stoneham’s Woman’s Club, and 
me Ladies’ Benevolent Society of the Stoneham Congregational 

urch. 


MISCELLANEOUS ACTIVITIES IN THE JUNIOR DEPARTMENT 


There is always something going on in the Junior Depart- 
ment. Throughout the year, there are two Story Hours a week, 
one for the lower grades, and one for the pre-schoolers. Effort is 
made to have instructive, as well as colorful displays in the room 
all the time, and to change them often. 

During “Spring Book Festival” and ‘Children’s Book Week” 
many new books were featured and original illustrations by chil- 
dren’s artists. An added attraction during “Spring Book Festival” 
was a well attended puppet show. This fall, during ‘“Book Week,” 
Mr. Donald Leavitt gave an exhibition of magic, and Mrs. Doro- 
thy Kemp gave a “chalk talk.” 

In the short story contest, Judith MacNeil, Mary Rotonda, 
James O’Keefe, Alexandra MacKay, Douglas Mitchell and Gail 
Anderson were the winners. 

During the summer, Mrs. Bertha Houston organized hobby 
groups. At every meeting, instructions in different hobbies were 
given. Some of these were: Soap carving, stamp collecting, finger 
painting and clay modeling. Mrs. Houston carried on special work 
guises the library with the various school councils and the Girl 

couts. 

Book deposits were sent to the elementary schools in accord- 
ance with the wishes of the teachers. 
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THE LIBRARY AND ITS PLACE IN THE COMMUNITY 


Libraries are becoming more and more important in the life 
of a community. Not only is the library a place for students to 
do research and the average person to get his more or less “light” 
reading, but it is a place where an adult may continue his educa- 
tion according to his individual bent. and where cultural, recrea- 
tional and intellectual programs are provided in other ways than 
books. The Stoneham Library has attempted this in a small way. 
The Junior Department has always provided programs of this 
type and will continue to do so. 

The Adult Department is handicapped by the lack of an ade- 
quate staff to free the Librarian from routine duties in order to 
devote more time to the planning of programs for the community 
and to strengthen the relations between the library and town clubs 
and committees. It is important that the library’s collection of 
books be up-to-date and adequately indexed and accessible to the 
users, but it is equally important that the library play a live part 
in the life of the town. We are doing both as effectively as possi- 
ble under the available staff. 


THE STAFF 


We are sorry that it was necessary for Mrs. Bertha Houston 
to resign in September, but we are fortunate in having Miss Mar- 
garet I. Golding to carry on the important work of Children’s 
Librarian. Mrs. Francis C. Wade is head of Circulation and refer- 
ence, and Miss Ruth I. Best is assistant. Elizabeth Morse and 
Wilma Swift are part-time assistants. 

I wish to thank the Staff for their enthusiasm and dependa- 
bility, and the Trustees for their confidence, help and under- 
standing. 

Respectfully submitted, 
SUSAN E. DEMERY, Librarian. 
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ADULT DEPARTMENT 
Circulation Record by Classes 
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JUNIOR DEPARTMENT 
Circulation Record by Classes 
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ADULT DEPARTMENT 
Books Added by Classes 
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Due to re-registration of both departments, our figures 
are not complete. At the close of the year, the rec- 


ord was: 

Adult: -Regvistrations iy. er Oe nee) aise 1,250 

Juvenile: Registrations 22.233 een ee ae 250 
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Book Stock: 

Number of volumes at beginning of year ........ccccces 29,599 

Withdrawn «during “year Ce ee ee 347 

Adult books added during year ooo... cecccccccccescccsssecsseveess 805 

Juvenile books added during year oooc.ccccccccccccecccsccesceeces 494 

Lol Book, Stock hectare ee 30,551 
Fines on over-due books turned Over to TOWN coeeccccccccccsees. $646.25 


x 
in) bsg 
Ge 


Bt 


i 


